Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th March, 2012 at 7.30 pm

Cathaoirleach: 
      Councillor Michael Farrelly
Other Members:
Councillors: Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy


       Officials:
      Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk

Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer

      Apologies:
      Cllr Leonard Hatrick,  Cllr Padraig McKenny




      Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer
---------------------------------------

MINUTE 1312

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 15th February 2012 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Minogue, seconded by Cllr Malone.

MINUTE 14/12
Matters Arising

Pay Parking / Business Incentivisation

J McGuinness updated the Members on the current situation regarding pay parking, at the request of Cllr Kavanagh.  It is hoped to get an appropriate facilitator as soon as possible as the deadline of 3 months approaches.  Cllr McGeough re-iterated the need to speed up the process.   J McGuinness agreed to let the Traders Association know of any developments in this regard.
Conduct at Meetings

Cllr McGeough voiced his concern at the conduct displayed at the previous two Council Meeting.  He stated that he would not like to see a repeat of this behaviour as it does nothing for Ardee Town Council.    
MINUTE 15/12
Selection of Delegates to Visit Nettuno
Cllr Farrelly requested delegates names to visit Nettuno in May.  Those names are:
Cllr Michael Farrelly, Cllr P McKenny, Cllr J Tenanty and Cllr L Hatrick.  It was noted that Cllr McGeough may also travel.

MINUTE 16/12
St Patricks Weekend
Cllr Tenanty outlined the itinerary for the visit of the delegates from Nettuno.  It was hoped that the Cllrs would attend as many of the events as possible.

Cllr Farrelly asked for numbers of those attending the tree planting ceremony at the Convent on St Patrick’s morning.

MINUTE 17/12
Donations/Contributions

At the budget meeting in December, 2011 it was agreed that the membership fee for AMAI would be paid and the remainder put into the contributions/donations  budget.  However,  Cllr Farrelly asked that the fees for the two conferences would be paid also.  This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and Seconded by Cllr McCoy.

MINUTE 18/12
Approval of Over expenditure AFS 2010

J McGuinness explained to the members that this was already approved at the meeting held on Wednesday 13th July, 2011 under MINUTE 61/11.  However, following our Local Government Audit, it was necessary to have these three items specifically approved.   It is important to note that overall the accounts came in under budget.

The following over expenditure was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Farrelly

1.
Misc/Conference expenses

€4,649.00

2.
Offce Expenses



€3,320.00

3.
Footpaths




€1,500.00
MINUTE 19/12
Planned Works

There are no new planned works this month as there is no road works programme available yet.  Works are just continuing on from those started last year.
J McGuinness informed the members that there were a number of staff changes taking place.  Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer will be coming to the Mid Louth area.  As a result of this Sean O’Reilly will not be attending future meetings.  He thanked Sean for all his hard work over the past 12 months as Acting Senior Executive Engineer.  His contributions, which included planned works on the Agenda, were highly informative to all the Members. 
The Cllrs unanimously thanked Sean for all his help and improvements in the area..

MINUTE 20/12
Notice of Motion – Other Councils
Kerry County Council - Community Employment Scheme.  This resolution was adopted with the amendment that it should read

“That we the Members of Ardee Town Council call on the Minister for Social Protection not to make any cuts on Community Employment Schemes country wide and to reverse cuts already made.”

MINUTE 21/12

Correspondence

· LAMA Spring Seminar 2012 

· Carrickmacross Town Council

· Health Service Executive

· Wexford Borough Council

· Fergus O’Dowd, T.D

· Clonakilty Town Council

· Monaghan Town Council 
Noted….

MINUTE 22/12

A.O.B.
Building Contracts:  Cllr McCoy proposed that Ardee Town Council write to the Department of Education regarding the awarding of tenders for the building of schools.   Tenders should include a clause which stipulates that all materials are bought in the state and that no workers on site should not be in receipt of social welfare.  If this is found to be the case that the contract should be awarded to the company who submitted the next successful tender. 

Cllr Malone agreed with this adding that a bond should be in place that if the contractor goes into receivership that local suppliers do not suffer as a result.

Discussion followed with the issues of VAT rates and awarding tenders to local contractors being raised.

Land for Camping:  Cllr Minogue enquires as to whether there was any Council land available locally to facilitate camping by the Scouts.  JMcG to revert.

Best Wishes – Cllr McGeough wished Cllr Hatrick a speedy recovery after a recent illness.  This was reiterated by all the Members.
Vote of Sympathy - Cllr McGeough also expressed sympathy at the recent passing of Cllr Minogues uncle.  This was reiterated by all the Members.

Slane Bridge:   Cllr Malone raised concerns over the traffic congestion which will be compounded by the refusal of the Slane Bridge project, stating that failure to by-pass Slane has repercussions for Ardee.
Cllr McCoy made the point that HGV’s are damaging the main street and that land seems to be more important than public safety and fatalities.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Kavanagh that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister for Transport to request that until a by-pass for Slane is built that HGV’s should get free through the toll to reduce traffic congestion in the town.
Gates -    Cllr Malone asked if a turnstile or gate could be put up at the playground side/entrance of the Fairgreen to stop children running out onto the footpath.

Riverside Walk -  Cllr Minogue commended the Gardai on the work they are doing regarding anti-social behaviour on the Riverside Walk.
Consent :
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Malone that consent be given for the sale of 7 Moore Park – Ardee, Co Louth by Ardee Town Council, as per Part 3 of Land Registry Folio Number 5341F. 
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________




Chairman

